PRESIDENT’S OFFICE, 


THE HOWE SCALE COMPANY, 


RUTLAND, VERMONT. 


septe 20, 1916. 

Dr. John M. Thomas, 
Middlebury, Vt. 
Dear friend:- 

I have your very kind letter of the 19th and have read 
the same with special interest. I have just teken up this subject with 
Mirs. Mead and she fears she would not be able to ride up there and return 
@s quickly as Carl and I feel we must. Thus, unless something entirely 
new develops, I must thank you for your very kind invitation and only 
give pressure of business as my excuse for not being with you, although 
t assure you I appreciate your kind thought and it is not impossible that 
I may feel I will have time to go up, although I hardly expect to now. 

Mire. Mead's special excuse is that she has heard from 
Mrs. Thomas about the wedding and she thinks she must go to that and 
will hardly try to attend both functions. 

In this connection I wish also to state that I have just 
Seen our Mr. John Hinchey, father of Frank and Fred. Mr. Spafford called 
me up a few days since and told me of the situation as to the above young 
mene Théir father, grandfather and uncle, and I think one or two other 
members of the family are all in our employ at the shops. I saw the 
father at once after hearing from Mr. S. and had a long talk with him. 
He stated he Stared it was too late, as the boys had virtually made every 
possible arrangement to go to Burlington. I urged him as strongly as I 
thought prudent, advising him of the ovportunities and urged him to have 


the boys visit Middlebury and look over the situation. I am pleased to 
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state that the Father came to me this morning and advised that the boys 
are both going to Middlebury. Thus, I am especially pleased to feel that 
you are to have these two fellows, as certainly they come from a hard 
working,industrious family and a family of a good deal more than ordinary 
ability. In fact, they are bright, progressive young fellows. 

I should be delighted to see you at Rutland at any time 
that might suit your convenience, that we might talk over your experiences 
in Army life. 

With kindest regards to Mrs. Thomas and family and best 
wishes to yourself, I an, 


Most respectfully, 


